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Classification Specification
	

	
	2623100

	
	CURRENT USE EVALUATION SPECIALIST



Class Summary

The responsibilities of this classification are to administer complex legislation and regulations pertaining to assessment of forest lands, farm lands, open space lands, common properties and other special use properties.  

Distinguishing Characteristics

This is a single level classification and is distinguished from the Residential and Commercial Appraiser classification series in that the incumbents in this classification are primarily responsible for valuing timber land and other current use/open space type properties for tax assessment purposes.  The Residential and Commercial Appraiser classification series is primarily responsible for appraising residential and commercial properties respectively.

Examples of Duties (May vary by position)

1. Monitor all existing open space and forest lands for change of use to determine eligibility of these parcels for preferential tax treatment. 

2. Evaluate application for current use assessment and taxation of forest and farm lands and approve or deny applications.

3. Maintain record of current use value, fair market value and property taxes for the three categories of open space lands.  Calculate tax amount for any changes in use or market value.

4. Plan, organize and coordinate the appraisal of all current use properties.

5. Assess and determine value of personal property timber.

6. Represent the department in appeals related to current use tax laws.

7. Maintain records of forest and open space lands including historical values.

8. Prepare reports to state and federal agencies on open space and forest lands.
9. Perform other duties as assigned.
Knowledge/Skills (May vary by position)

Knowledge of statutes, rules and regulations regarding current use, timber and forest land property tax exemptions
Knowledge of appraisal techniques and procedures
Knowledge of forest technology and timber cruising basics
Knowledge of forestry and agricultural practices
Skill in understanding and writing legal descriptions
Skill in using a computer and related software applications
Math skills
Communication (oral and written) skills
Presentation skills
Analytical skills
Licensing/Certification Requirements

A valid Washington State Driver’s License
State of Washington Accreditation for Assessors
Additional licenses, certifications and other requirements determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required.

	FLSA Designation
	Non-Exempt

	Levels within same series
	None
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