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Classification Specification
	

	
	7521100

	
	ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST I



Class Summary

The responsibilities of this classification include collecting field data and samples at a proficient level, supporting the work of other specialists and assisting with technical coordination and scheduling of assigned projects on both a short-term and long-term project basis.

Distinguishing Characteristics

This is the first level within a three-level classification series. Environmental Specialist I proficiently collect a broad range of field data and samples but typically will not be proficient in the entire range of sampling assignments and may require assistance to complete difficult assignments.

Examples of Duties (May vary by position)

1. Collect a variety of samples and data following standard operating procedures, using a variety of instruments and equipment.

2. Schedule and conduct field work. Assist in field investigations to assess water quality, identify sources of pollution and evaluate environmental conditions.

3. Help respond to emergency sampling events. 

4. Install, operate, maintain, calibrate and make basic repairs to sampling equipment.

5. Use computer software to perform data entry and calculations and track data in the database.

6. Help review project database for completeness, appropriateness and identification of anomalies.

7. Provide data reports as requested by clients.

8. Participate in daily and monthly scheduling of fieldwork and sample deliveries.

9. Help prepare work plans and updates.

10. Coordinate sampling and analysis on small projects on both short-term and long-term bases.

11. Perform field water quality analyses such as pH, conductivity, temperature, dissolved oxygen, redox (oxygen reduction) potential and turbidity. 

12. Perform other duties as assigned.

Knowledge/Skills (May vary by position)

Knowledge of principles of environmental science related to field data and sample collection

Knowledge of methods and techniques of field sampling and analysis, data collection and field investigations

Basic knowledge of laboratory analytical techniques and how they affect or can be affected by sample collection techniques

Knowledge of principles of Quality Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC) and skill in applying them in designing and conducting field work

Skill in assessing project goals and requirements and existing field conditions to determine the most appropriate sampling methods and equipment

Skill in applying the principles of environmental science related to field data and sample collection

Skill in using the central database system and appropriate personal computer software

Skill in working with project planners, analytical laboratory staff and the public to communicate project information

Skill in understanding and responding to potential hazards in the field and the laboratory

Licensing/Certification Requirements

Washington State Driver’s License (non-commercial)

Some licenses, certifications and other requirements determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required.

	FLSA Designation
	Non-Exempt

	Levels within same series
	Environmental Specialist I, II and III
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