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Classification Specification
	

	
	7540400

	
	WASTEWATER TREATMENT SENIOR OPERATOR IN CHARGE



Class Summary
The responsibilities of this classification include planning, scheduling, coordinating, directing, monitoring and reviewing a crew’s daily work, assigned treatment process and/or special project. Incumbents lead, train and provide technical expertise to operate, monitor and maintain wastewater treatment odor control equipment and/or collection and conveyance systems and processes. 
Distinguishing Characteristics

This is the fourth level within a five-level Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator classification series.  Assignment to this classification can be temporary. Temporary assignees revert to Senior Operator upon completion of assignment. This classification is primarily responsible for directing and monitoring the daily work of a crew, treatment process and/or special projects and assisting the supervisor in performance feedback and evaluation of staff. 
The Wastewater Treatment Senior Operator In Charge is distinguished from the Senior Wastewater Operator in that it serves in a lead capacity for a work group responsible for operating and monitoring wastewater treatment and odor control equipment, systems and processes in a wastewater treatment facility and/or collection systems and conveyance system. This classification and the Wastewater Treatment Supervisor classification are not part of the job progression plan for the Operator classification series.  
Examples of Duties (May vary by position)
Performs the duties and responsibilities of a Senior Operator and the following additional duties:

1. Plan, schedule, coordinate, monitor and review the daily work of a crew. Coordinate multiple work groups and prepare reports for assigned system or process.
2. Assist supervisor in performance feedback and evaluation of personnel; make recommendations on performance improvement measures.
3. Identify and work with others (supervisor and/or other staff) in purchasing supplies and equipment; maintain inventory; ensure purchasing procedures are followed; provide data for budget forecasting.
4. Coordinate and provide technical expertise on large special projects.
5. Plan, schedule and prioritize work orders with other divisions, departments and agencies.
6. Coordinate on-site responses to unusual occurrences and emergencies.
7. Serve as a technical resource for assigned area, system or process.  Respond to questions from other work crews.

8. Perform other duties as assigned.

Knowledge/Skills 
Knowledge and skills of the Wastewater Treatment Senior Operator and the following:

Knowledge of project management techniques and principles

Advanced knowledge of how to manually start and stop equipment, systems and processes at all levels of control

Advanced knowledge with operating, monitoring, maintaining and training on plant-wide gas, chlorination, heating, ventilating and air conditioning, odor control, electrical, water, air and hydraulic equipment and systems 

Advanced knowledge with operating, monitoring, maintaining and training on the equipment and systems in the preliminary treatment area, primary treatment area, secondary area and solids handling area, and in the collection and conveyance system

Knowledge of purchasing policies and procedures

Skill in the application of safety policies, procedures and practices for confined-space entry, fall protection, hazard communication, recognition and control, hazardous energy control, emergency response and evacuation, accident prevention, hearing conservation, back injury prevention, respiratory protection, fire safety, department facilities and operations, forklift training, overhead cranes, and plant-specific and department-wide safety information

Skill in managing written and/or computerized information systems including logs, reports, laboratory and process data, trouble reports and work requests

Knowledge of and skill in applying leadership techniques and principles

Skill in oral and written communication techniques and principles and to apply this skill to read, write and follow oral and written instructions

Skill in maintaining and establishing effective working relationships with diverse group of individuals in varying occupations, the general public and other work groups.

Skill in facilitating short-term work load planning, budgeting, training and performance management

Skill in the application of business principles for a team environment, including the business planning process, the establishment of standards and feedback, communication, listening and feedback, conflict resolution, effective team meetings, problem solving, decision making and facilitation

Advanced troubleshooting skills for complex wastewater treatment systems and processes and complex odor control systems

Skill in operating and providing training on specialized equipment such as forklifts, vactor trucks, portable pumps, cranes, generators and safety equipment

Licensing, Certification and Other Requirements
Washington Group III Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator certification from the Washington State Department of Ecology 

Washington State Driver’s License or out of state equivalent
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) may be required for some positions

Additional licenses, certifications and other requirements determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required
The position are required to report to work during adverse and inclement weather conditions

Incumbents perform field work at a wastewater treatment plant and associated facilities and are required to lift and carry equipment weighing up to 50 pounds, work in confined spaces, climb in and out of tanks using ladders, and work around noxious odors and high noise levels

	FLSA Designation
Service Status
	Non Exempt (administrative)

Career Service

	Levels within same series
	Wastewater Treatment Operator In Training, Operator, Senior Operator, Senior Operator In Charge and Supervisor
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