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Classification Specification
	

	
	3431300

	
	FORENSIC MEDICOLEGAL DEATH INVESTIGATOR - LEAD



Class Summary

The responsibilities of this classification include investigating sudden, violent, unexpected and suspicious deaths that come under the jurisdiction of the King County Medical Examiner.  Incumbents also participate in the supervision of staff, including selection, training, motivation, coaching, correction, evaluation and discipline.

Distinguishing Characteristics

This is the third level of a three-level classification series. This classification is distinguished from other classifications in the series by its responsibility to provide support to the overall operation of the King County Medical Examiner’s office, assisting the Program Managers and Chief Medical Examiner with the operational flow between the three sections which operate on a 24 hour/7 day basis.  Incumbents in this classification are considered expert resources for information for all classifications in the Medical Examiner’s Office, and are expected to act as liaison between internal and/or external customers and section staff.

Examples of Duties (May vary by position)

In addition to Forensic Medicolegal Death Investigator I & II responsibilities, a Forensic Medicolegal Death Investigator-Lead has additional duties as described below:

1. Oversee a section of the office, which includes coordinating, scheduling and evaluating the work of assigned staff, determining the most efficient and safe staffing levels for the office and solving work load and scheduling problems.

2. Review all investigative cases and request follow up or further investigation; assign cases to autopsy staff for examination; discuss and review cases with investigative staff to determine jurisdictional or other situational concerns.

3. Organize, lead and facilitate daily, weekly and monthly meetings involving assigned section staff; relay expectations and instruction from management to general staff; participate in morning rounds with Chief ME, Pathologist, Technicians and Investigators; and participate in afternoon case review with Pathology staff and Investigators.

4. Establish and/or initiate positive identification process using photo identification, dental/skeletal radiographs or charting, fingerprints, medical records, witness accounts and internet searches; document steps taken to confirm identity; and initiate any additional actions needed to establish positive identification.

5. Oversee section services, which may include the coordination of office security and facilities maintenance, office parking sites and usage and vehicle usage; oversee the work of support staff.

6. Work with Program Manager to maintain a Quality Assurance (QA) program in the section; maintain log books and coordinate communications with all affected staff members.

7. Develop, implement and maintain the policies and procedures manual of the King County Medical Examiners Office; train staff on new policies/procedures.

8. Acting as the direct representative of the Chief Medical Examiner, communicate and disseminate appropriate information regarding death investigations to media, family, law enforcement and the public; present lectures and provide class interviews to educate the community; give presentations at conferences, meetings, or other events.

9. Perform other duties as assigned.

Knowledge/Skills (May vary by position)

Advanced knowledge of legal and medical terminology, including the principles of anatomy, physiology, biology, chemistry and physics

Knowledge of the principles of forensic entomology, anthropology, pathology, pharmacology and medication

Advanced knowledge of first responder health and safety requirements, including basic firearm safety

Advanced knowledge of crime scene investigation, processing and evidence collection techniques

Advanced knowledge of policies, procedures, guidelines, protocol and laws, including HIPAA requirements regarding deaths and human remains

Knowledge of the methods, techniques, equipment and practices of handling deceased individuals

Knowledge of chain-of-custody procedures

Knowledge of organ donation and tissue procurement organizations and procedures

Knowledge of forensic photography

Knowledge of the techniques used in interviewing, investigating and report writing

Knowledge of medical intervention techniques and therapies

Knowledge of supervisory principles and techniques

Knowledge of English grammar, usage and spelling

Ability to plan, coordinate and evaluate the work of assigned staff and colleagues

Skill in leading staff in a high employee-involvement organization

Skill in working with human remains in varying degrees of decay and trauma

Skill in locating and using reference and resource materials

Investigative and analytical skills

Crisis intervention and grief counseling skills

Problem-solving, negotiation and conflict-resolution skills

Skill in working as a member of a team

Skill in communicating effectively, both orally and in writing

Basic computer, software applications, and office equipment operation skills

Skill in working with people from varied socio-economic backgrounds and diverse cultures

Skill in maintaining confidentiality with sensitive information

Skill in using maps and following directions to specific locations

Skill in explaining procedures and technical terminology to lay people

Skill in remaining calm in high-stress, high-emotion and adverse situations

Skill in remaining objective, nonjudgmental and sensitive to the situation and in conducting business in a professional, supportive manner

Licensing/Certification Requirements

Washington State Driver’s License.

Continuing education as prescribed by Chief Medical Examiner. 

American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigator registration required.

Some licenses, certifications and other requirements determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required.
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