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Classification Specification
	

	
	3120200

	
	CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY INVOLUNTARY COMMITMENT SPECIALIST



Class Summary

The responsibilities of this classification include investigating cases of adults and juveniles believed to have chemical dependencies and/or to be of danger to themselves or others and/or who are gravely disabled. The incumbent determines whether these persons should be involuntarily committed for treatment under RCW 70.96A.140 and coordinates the cases through the legal system.

Distinguishing Characteristics
This is a single-level classification that is distinguished from other Involuntary Commitment Specialist classifications by its specialization in handling cases involving chemical dependency. It is distinguished from all other chemical dependency treatment classifications by its focus on protecting the rights of patients and the community in determining the need for, and legal appropriateness of, involuntary treatment in particular cases. Incumbents in this class do not provide direct treatment services.

Examples of Duties (May vary by position)

1. Make a legal decision as to whether an individual can be taken into custody and involuntarily hospitalized for a chemical-dependency evaluation under RCW 70.96A.140; conduct interviews; determine the reliability of the information received; assess patient’s status; and prepare diagnosis.

2. Ensure proper preparation for and filing of the petition: take written affidavits, serve subpoenas and notices of hearing, consult with the prosecuting attorney and public defender, testify in court, verify compliance with treatment orders, file supplemental petitions, and maintain all aspects of the case file.

3. Explain civil-commitment process to patients who may be intoxicated or otherwise incapacitated and out of control; make sure that the patient’s civil rights under civil-commitment statutes are not violated and that the patient understands those rights and the process.

4. Assist patients in submitting applications for benefits and medical coverage, develop case plans and aftercare plans, assist with finding less-restrictive alternatives to involuntary commitment, and resolve disputes between patients and providers.
5. Perform other duties as assigned.
Knowledge/Skills (May vary by position)
Knowledge of RCW 70.96A.140 and the legal process of commitment
Knowledge of Alcohol and Drug Assessment and Treatment Services treatment system offered by the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services and other program resources for patients and their families
Knowledge of principles of human growth and behavior
Skill in conducting chemical-dependency evaluations and correlating findings with legal definition of incapacity
Skill in eliciting patient cooperation
Skill in testifying as an expert witness
Skill in defusing hostile/violent behavior
Public speaking skills
Licensing, Certification and Other Requirements
Registration as a Chemical Dependency Counselor under WAC 440-22-240
Some licenses, certifications and other requirements determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required.

	FLSA Designation
	Exempt (Professional)

	Levels within same series
	None
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