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Classification Specification
	

	
	5312100

	
	GENERAL INSPECTOR I



Class Summary

The responsibilities of this classification include performing building inspections and enforcing building codes and regulations. This includes issuing correction notices, researching permit and code histories, examining foundation and soil stability, initiating code enforcement actions, conducting pre-construction meetings and performing final inspections and damage investigations.

Distinguishing Characteristics

This is the first level in a three-level classification series. Incumbents conduct meetings, evaluate and resolve disputes and problems and review inspection and code enforcement work. General Inspector I performs the same duties as General Inspector II, but General Inspector I is considered entry level and will normally be considered for promotion after completing a probationary period and by demonstration of acquired journey-level competence in performance of duties. General Inspector II is considered journey full-performance level.

Examples of Duties (May vary by position)

1. Inspect building projects to ensure compliance with applicable building codes and regulations.

2. Issue corrections notices and Stop Work orders for non-conforming conditions, offer alternatives, maintain logs and records and initiate problem-solving conferences with owners, contractors and design professionals.

3. Coordinate inspection approvals with other sections and agencies.

4. Research permit and code histories to interpret past inspection records.

5. Operate motor vehicle to visit construction sites.

6. Examine foundations and soil stability per geo-technical and structural engineers’ designs.

7. Initiate code enforcement action including notification and documentation.

8. Receive and respond to complaints about buildings/construction from citizens, King County agencies, Metropolitan King County Council and County Executive staff.

9. Inspect sites to determine nature of violation and impact on environment and course of action, and repeat site inspection for compliance.

10. Maintain complete records of case history and a complete copy of legal file of each case.

11. Respond to inquiries and prepare for legal action by conducting research and collecting information to establish factual data on locations of violations and sites and history of projects and builders.

12. Make field inspections of particularly hazardous or sensitive issues.
13. Conduct field review to verify accuracy of application information.
14. Conduct pre-construction meetings to review conditions and plans.
15. Conduct random and scheduled inspections to determine compliance with requirements.
16. Perform final inspections and authorize certificates of occupancy.

17. Perform damage investigations and mitigate fire and life safety hazards.

18. Provide public with information on codes, regulations and permit requirements.
19. Perform other duties as assigned.
Knowledge/Skills (May vary by position)

Knowledge of basic mathematics
Knowledge of terminology used in construction and land use
Knowledge of uniform codes on fire, building, mechanical and safety
Knowledge of personal computers and terminals
Knowledge of building construction methods, materials and construction sequencing
Knowledge of strengths of materials, structural mechanics, systems and components
Knowledge of earthwork, soil types and characteristics, erosion and sedimentation control
Knowledge of legal principles applied to code enforcement procedures
Knowledge of federal, state and local laws and regulations and building inspection requirements
Skill in reading, interpreting and explaining blueprints, specifications, codes, ordinances and policies
Skill in recognizing defects in construction materials and techniques and recommending alternative methods
Skill in keeping accurate records
Skill in reading legal descriptions
Skill in oral and written communications, including preparing complex written technical material
Skill in conducting mediation and negotiations
Skill in dealing effectively with the public, including difficult people
Skill in analyzing and interpreting technical data
Skill in making presentations in public hearings
Skill in investigating and research
Licensing/Certification Requirements

Washington State Driver’s License
International Conference of Building Officials (ICBO) certification
Some licenses, certifications and other requirements determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required.
	FLSA Designation
	Non-Exempt

	Levels within same series
	General Inspector I, II and III
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