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Classification Specification
	

	
	7322300

	
	GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS SPECIALIST – SENIOR 



Class Summary

The responsibilities of this classification include developing applications, analyzing complex customer business needs, coordinating large and/or complex Geographical Information Systems projects, coordinating the production of complex GIS outputs, and managing the content, integration and optimization of complex spatial databases.  This classification may serve as a technical expert on a specialized system.

Distinguishing Characteristics

This is the third level within a four-level classification series.  This classification is distinguished from the GIS Specialist - Journey in that the Senior GIS Specialists perform more complex GIS application programming and project management and perform complex business and systems analyses for internal and external customers.  This classification may work independently, on a team or as a project lead.

This classification is distinguished from the GIS Specialist - Master in that incumbents at the Master level develop methodology, structure and formats for use in GIS programming, databases and similar software throughout the County.  Incumbents manage the content, integration and optimization of complex spatial databases.  In addition, incumbents provide the final level of internal problem resolution for GIS issues for internal and external customers and are recognized by top County officials as technical experts, leading the design, development and implementation of major new GIS systems or enhancements.

This classification is distinguished from the Applications Development series and the Database Administration series in that the preponderance of work performed is in GIS or GIS related technologies.

Examples of Duties (May vary by position)

1. Perform advanced programming and application development, which may include determining requirements, design, implementation, testing and deployment of large, usually multi-function, cross platform applications involving one or more interfaces with multiple end users.

2. Serve as a technical expert/specialist for a specific GIS or GIS related technology.

3. Develop department and County-wide spatial database directory structure and configuration per county specifications.

4. Configure, monitor and optimize spatial database integration processes, versioning, data backup/security and archiving.

5. Manage multiple projects; develop project requirements, execution plans and scopes of work.

6. Coordinate GIS services with County professionals.

7. Provide quality assurance and quality control for projects involving consultants.

8. May develop and test data disaster recovery plan.

9. May promote GIS services to client base and manage customer relationships.

10. May develop and provide GIS training.

11. Perform other duties as assigned.

Knowledge/Skills (May vary by position)
Advanced knowledge of current GIS technologies
Advanced knowledge of GIS application development and programming and/or GIS related technologies
Advanced knowledge of GIS production of complex cartographic and other spatial data displays
Advanced project management, planning and organization and customer service skills
Advanced skill in application of current GIS technologies
Analytical, problem-solving and troubleshooting skills
Oral and written communication skills
Skill in analyzing customer systems and business needs
Skill in training users in GIS products
Skill in promoting GIS products and services
Skill in conveying technical information to non-technical users
Skill in working with a variety of individuals from diverse backgrounds
Skill in handling multiple competing priorities
Licensing, Certification and Other Requirements
Certifications may be desirable for specific positions.
Some licenses, certifications and other requirements determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required.
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