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Classification Specification
	

	
	3331100

	
	DENTAL ASSISTANT



Class Summary

The responsibilities of this classification include working under the supervision of a Dentist or Dental Hygienist in a variety of dental preparation and prevention procedures and other related duties as required in a dental clinic and/or community setting.
Distinguishing Characteristics

This is a single-level classification and is distinguished from other dental classifications because the scope of practice is limited to dental assisting responsibilities as defined by the Washington State Dental Practice Act 18.32.

Examples of Duties (May vary by position)

These duties are performed under the direct supervision of a Dentist:

1. Act as chairside assistant; operate oral evacuation system.

2. Take intra-oral and extra-oral radiographs.

3. Perform oral inspections without diagnosis.

4. Apply dental sealants in clinical and community settings.

5. Apply topical preventive agents.

6. Assist dentist with emergency procedures.

7. Perform other duties as allowed by the Washington State Dental Practice Act 18.32.

These duties are performed under general supervision:

1. Schedule appointments, greet and reassure clients.

2. Complete client registrations, billing and conduct follow-up.

3. Maintain operatories and dental spaces in good working order and ensure compliance with OSHA/WISHA requirements.

4. Assist in the training of individuals and/or groups in oral health.

Knowledge/Skills (May vary by position)

Knowledge of the methods and techniques used in dental assisting
Knowledge of the terminology, materials, equipment and instruments used in dentistry
Knowledge of dental radiograph techniques and principles
Knowledge of the Washington State Dental Practice Act regarding duties that may be performed by dental assistants
Knowledge of public health practices and techniques and principles
Communication skills (oral and written)
Skill in establishing relationships in a team setting involving dental personnel, clients, parents and school officials
Skill in learning and applying principles of early childhood education and prevention of oral disease
Skill in learning and accurately providing information or oral hygiene and the maintenance of oral health
Skill in performing basic chairside dental assisting tasks
Skill in working with diverse populations, ages and cultures
Licensing, Certification and Other Requirements

Completion of recognized Dental Assistant course
Washington State Driver’s License or the ability to provide transportation to locations with limited or no public transportation service (some positions)
Additional licenses, certifications and other requirements determined to be necessary to meet the business needs of the employing unit may be required.

	FLSA Designation
	Non-Exempt

	Levels within same series
	None
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